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Tipsheet - Google Fusion 3 

Tommy Kaas, Kaas & Mulvad 
 
Google maps with points are easy to create. Maps with polygons are only a bit more difficult. The hardest 

part can be to find files with polygons, but even that is possible. 

A great site for downloading free spatial data is: http://www.diva-gis.org/gdata 

You can download files with administrative boundaries for a large number of countries. In this example we 

will create a map with the regions in Bulgaria. First thing is to download a file with the Bulgarian files: 

 

On the display on the screen it looks like we will get more than one administrative level.  

 

Anyway – we click on Download and receive a zipped folder: BGR_adm.zip 

When we look into the folder, we can see that we have received three different administrative levels. 

BGR_adm0 is the country. Next level is BGR_adm1 and the most local level – the smallest administrative 

units – is contained in BGR_adm2. The file format is shape files. 

http://www.diva-gis.org/gdata
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We have subsidy data for each region and we want to map those data. So we have to copy all files with 

BGR_adm1 in the title to a new folder B_regions, and we will zip that folder to B_regions.zip 

To create a Google Fusion map based on the Bulgarian regions, we must upload the data to 
Google Fusion. And we will do that through this site:  www.shpescape.com  
The service will convert the shape files to the format Google wants, KML. 

Go to the site in a browser. Click on Continue and proceed. You might be asked if you want to grant access. 

Only if you do so, the service can connect to your Google account and upload the files. 

You will be prompted to upload a file. I’m going to upload the zipped folder I created a minute ago. 

 

The site might be busy and you might end up in a queue. But be patient. Eventually it’ll be uploaded. 

Suddenly your file is uploaded.  

 

When you click on the Fusion Table number, you will see your table: 

http://www.shpescape.com/
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Click on the name – in this case b_regions_bgr_adm1.shp – and look into the uploaded file. 

It contains a number of columns, and you must study it to see which columns look familiar to you. The 

column called kml contains the polygon data. But you must find a column with id-codes for the 

administrative level you want to map. In this case we want to map farm subsidy data, and we have id 

numbers for the regions in the column id1 in our data file. 

  

In the uploaded shape file the name of the column with the same type id numbers is called 

ID_1: 

 

Now we only have to merge the two files. Each of the files have a column with the same type of 

identification of the regions. We are going to use that. 

We only have to remember the name (and number) of the uploaded data file in Fusion: 

http://www.google.com/fusiontables/DataSource?dsrcid=1756707 

To merge two files (one with the polygons and one with the data you want to map) simply open your 

polygon file and click on merge. We will now create a new table with both polygons AND data. 

http://www.google.com/fusiontables/DataSource?dsrcid=1756707
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Write the number from the URL of the data file and click on Get 

 

Tell Google Fusion which columns to use in the merge: 

 

Give the merged table a new name and click Merge tables. 

The new table is now created: 

 

Open it and enjoy the result. 

In this case the data we want to put on the map is the amount in the column “direct” 
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Click on Visualise – and Map 

 

For a start the all regions in Bulgaria have the same color – red. But we are going to change that. 

Clik on Configure styles.  

 

And click on Fill color. We want the colors to reflect the amounts in “direct”. I choose “Buckets” and after 

studying lowest and highest values in my data, I fill in numbers where I want colors to change. 

 

And this is the result: 
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If we click on a region we see a very messy info window. 

 

We want to change that. 

Click on Configure Info Window 
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Everything with a checkmark will be included in the info window. 

If we uncheck everything except “direct” and Name_1, click save and on the map click on one of the regions 

it now looks like this: 

 

Much better.  But there is still room for improvements. 

Click again on Configure info window – and this time Click on the Custom tab: 
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We can now write exactly what we want to appear in the info window. 

But instead of writing the name of the specific region we just use {NAME_1} and instead of writing the 

amount we just use {direct}. 

So in this case – this text in the Custom box: 

 

(<b> and </b> make the text bold. <br> give a line break. 

Ends up in the info window like this: 

 

 

We have several ways of changing the colors of the polygons.  

If you want to decide the colors yourself, you can simply in a new column (perhaps before the import to 

Fusion) write hexadecimal codes for the colors and then tell Fusion to look in this column for the 

information. 

In this case, the code is in the column “Resultat”. 
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I have told Google Fusion that when I clicked Configure map styles – and “Column”: 

 

This is the map: 

 

You can find safe Hexadecimal Color Codes here:  

http://www.december.com/html/spec/colorsafe.html 

http://www.december.com/html/spec/colorsafe.html

