Programme for the first workshop on Investigative Science Reporting for German Science Reporters
www.kaasogmulvad.dk/unv/germany/program.doc
To be held June 28 – June 30 2009 in London.
The aim of this project is to build capacities at German Science Reporters to get data and analyze them for stories – supporting an environment of Computer-Assisted Reporting.

We have 3 workshops and coaching on stories between the workshops and at the workshops.

The first workshop will focus on beginning different methods to get the data and start the first analysis of data.

Data normally is gathered using these methods:

· From the internet by download, copy-paste or using a scraper (or request it being send).

· Using access as a scientist (getting the project accepted and following these specific rules).

· Using Freedom of Information.

On the workshop each participant shall make an application for data. If somebody like to go for one of the other ways to get data, that’s also fine. 

The specific task to work with under the workshop will be to make the tactics and the actually request for an area.

Germany has got new regulation on access to data and documents, but it’s only used very little, especially compared to UK, where a lot of journalists has used the new rules and made good stories. Latest is on the misuse of money from Labour ministers.

Before or under the workshop it’s good to read handouts and examples of stories and other material on making requests for data.

And it’s good to prepare for an area with data to request. It can be exam results from schools and universities, calendars of ministers, fishing subsidies, parking fines, income by sidelines for doctors and employees at universities.
Before making a request you should do some consideration and investigation. What is the culture, what are the regulations (specific paragraphs), how is data stored and handled.

Material

It’s good to prepare by reading this material:

Link to examples of email-correspondance to get data:

www.kaasogmulvad.dk/unv/germany/Examples.doc
Tactics for making a request:

The long road to gaining access to electronic information (Nils Mulvad - 10-07-2008)
Tactical advices on Access to CAP data (Nils Mulvad, Henriette Vignal-Schjøth - 10-07-2008)
A 12-Step program for using public disclosure laws (Eric Nalder - 14-06-2008)
Access-Application in a General Form (Henriette Vignal-Schjøth - 10-07-2008)
Material on the poor use of the German access to data can be found here:

Unused potential
Examples on how it has been used for stories with a lot of examples on actual correspondence:

Henri-Nannen jury recognises wob-story
A totally new story on German farmsubsidies:

http://www.taz.de/1/zukunft/wirtschaft/artikel/1/staatsknete-fuer-die-agrarindustrie/
Making the first story – working with data:
German data for farmsubsidies in 2008 will be published before the workshop – see Examples of email-correspondance – same link as in the beginning
www.kaasogmulvad.dk/unv/germany/Examples.doc
Here’s a list of European databases:
http://ckan.net/tag/read/eutransparency
Handout on other European data

www.kaasogmulvad.dk/unv/germany/International_data.pdf
Advices for the first story:
http://www.update.dk/cfje/vidbase.nsf/(VBFriTekstMultiDB)/CFFF88A5EEB973FBC125747C00438A38?OpenDocument
One of the new trends in CAR is publishing the data in an ongoing process. It consist of four steps: Scrape the data automatically on a regular basis, automatically prepare these data with angles, making them online on tables and maps and doing interactive graphics. Here’s a list of links to examples:

www.kaasogmulvad.dk/unv/germany/Links.doc
Excel-training
	Task
	Memo
	Excercise

	Mouse function
	www.kaasogmulvad.dk/unv/germany/Excel_memo_mouse.doc

	

	Formulas
	www.kaasogmulvad.dk/unv/germany/Excel_memo_formulas.doc

	www.kaasogmulvad.dk/unv/germany/Excel_exercise_formulas.doc


	Import from web
	www.kaasogmulvad.dk/unv/germany/Excel_memo_import.doc

	www.kaasogmulvad.dk/unv/germany/Excel_exercise_import.doc


	Import from csv
	
	www.kaasogmulvad.dk/unv/germany/Excel_exercise_import_csv.doc


	Sorting
	www.kaasogmulvad.dk/unv/germany/Excel_memo_sorting.doc

	www.kaasogmulvad.dk/unv/germany/Excel_exercise_sorting.doc


	Filter
	www.kaasogmulvad.dk/unv/germany/Excel_memo_filters.doc

	

	Pivot
	www.kaasogmulvad.dk/unv/germany/Excel_memo_pivot.doc
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